BS9 - "Growing Up As Jesus” Luke 2:41-52

Jesus: The Early Years

Total Devotion '12 - '13

It is really quite interesting and remarkable that out of all the gospels, Luke 2:41-52 is the one incident in Jesus’ childhood that was recorded for us. Just like how you might consider it a priceless treasure to behold the only photo your grandparent took as a child, or consider it fascinating to read the one journal entry your parent wrote as a teenager, it’s quite significant and fascinating to study the only words recorded from Jesus in the first 30 years of his life as a twelve year old boy! 
In this study, we want to dig deeper into this familiar account of the Boy Jesus in the Temple and unearth some incredible truths God that wants us to know about His beloved Son and what He wants us to know about our identity and purpose!
The Boy Jesus in the Temple:
1. Read Luke 2:41-52 and jot down any questions and details or observations from this passage or message from last Friday (posted on TD website and blog). 
2. What were your feelings and first thoughts when you read of Jesus’ response to his parents, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” v. 49
3. What do you think Jesus meant by those words?
The Spirit-Anointed Messiah

In pondering Luke 2:47, which says, “And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers” and Luke 2:52, which says, “And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man”, Kathy brought the Third Person of the God-Head—the Holy Spirit—into the picture. What does He have to do with this passage?  

4. Read the following verses and note the significance of each verse as pertains to the role of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ life: 

a. Isaiah 11:1-3
b. Isaiah 42:1-4

c. Luke 3:21-22

d. Luke 4:14-19

e. Acts 10:37-38

5. Why would Jesus rely on the power of the Holy Spirit? What did he rely on the Spirit for? Why would Jesus, who is fully God, need the help and presence of the Holy Spirit?

6. How can we draw upon the resources of the Holy Spirit? What would that presume? How would our lives be different if we made use of that? 

In considering this question, meditate on the below texts together:
a. Ephesians 5:18

b. Colossians 3:16

On Identity and Purpose

7. Read the following verses. What do they reveal about Jesus? What kind of example should we follow/imitate? What are some of the costs of living like Jesus?
a. John 4:34
b. John 6:38-39
c. John 14:31
8. Jesus wanted his earthly parents to better know who He was at an experiential level by identifying himself with the place that is associated with His heavenly Father – the Jerusalem Temple. He was in effect telling them that anything, anyplace, anywhere identified with His Father, he had to be. It was a necessary inward compulsion; it was fitting and proper for Him to be there.
a. Who, what, and where would you identify yourself with? If you were “missing”, where would people go to find you and why?
b. Why do you think it’s so important to know who you are and what your purpose is in life? How would we know? 
c. Listen to or read the powerful testimony of a woman who at 12 years old started to question who she was and what her purpose was. Write down your impressions.
http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/conference-messages/testimony-of-gods-good-design
9. Consider this statement from Luke 2:52, “And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them”. What does it mean for Jesus to submit to Mary and Joseph? What other passages or Scripture verse speak on submission?
